P B E F A C E.

Sri Sankara's commentary on the Vedanta Sutras
of Badarayana is a monumental work. Known as Sari-
rafica Mimansa Bhashya, the commentary introduced
the concept of Adhyasa which is of the greatest significance
in metaphysics. This paved the way for the classification
of the Upanishadic passages.

Relational God and Supra-relational Absolute were
introduced- Empirical and ultimate degrees of Reality
came next. The Upanishads ^are not dogmatic utterances.-
They present the recorded statements of the spiritual ex-
periences of the ancient wise men.  Nagarjuna^s neyartha
and nitartha, samvriti satya (empirical truth) and parmar-
th3, satya (absolute truth) have different terms in Advaita
Vedanta. Vasubandha's Tri Svabhava Nardesa intro-
duced a third degree of truth.  It is the pratibhasikasatya
(transient truth) during the erroneous cognition of Advaita
Vedanta.

After Sri Sankara there came Bhaskara who expoun-
ded the theory of Bheda-abheda (Identity in difference).
The theory was there carrier.

Padmapada was said to be the direct disciple of Sri
Sankara, This is debatable. His Panchapadika is a
commentary on Sri Sankara's commentary on the first four
sutras of Badarayana.

Soon after these arose divergent developments in   1
metaphysis of Advaita Vedanta (non-dualistic Absolutism).
Vachaspati Misra who wrote his Nyaya Suci Nibandha